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Thank you for joining us for worship today! We are honored that you are with us. We pray that 

the Word of God you hear will strengthen your faith and increase your love for the Lord! Please 

fill out a “Welcome to Worship” card (found in the hymnal racks) and place it in an offering 

plate, located near the sanctuary doors, as you leave worship. If you are a guest, know that we 

are thankful you have joined us and hope that you will join us again soon.  

 

To prepare for worship, read through the service focus and the Scripture readings. Ponder the 

words of the Psalm of the Day. Spend time in prayer, using the prayers on the inside cover of 

the hymnal or on pages 255-258. For those intending to receive the Lord’s Supper, read through 

the “Christian Questions” on pages 295-296. Consider reading through portions of the Small 

Catechism on pages 286-293. 

 

 

Without the resurrection of Jesus, I would be tempted to live only for myself. After all, I have to 

be in good shape before I can be of help to anyone else, right? I think I know what’s right for 

me, and I can identify when other people are standing in the way of my self-improvement. If 

Jesus is dead, I don’t have to worry about what he said or what he thinks. But Jesus lives, and it 

makes a difference. He takes care of my basic needs. He promises to do more for me than I can 

imagine. He puts people into my life so I can help them. Now I live for him. 
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Accompanist: Allison Sorensen 
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In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.  

Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.   

 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Almighty and merciful Father, we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep. We have 

followed what we have devised and desired in our hearts. We have offended you and 

sinned against your holy law. We have done those things that we should not have done, 

and we have not done those things that we should have done. Have mercy on us, Lord! 

Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, according to your promises in Christ Jesus. 

 

 

God, our merciful Father, has forgiven all our sins. He sent his Son, Jesus Christ, to be our 

Redeemer and Savior. Jesus paid the penalty for our guilt by his death on the cross and freed us 

from death by his resurrection from the grave. We have peace with God now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

Let us pray. 

O God, you are the giver of everything good. Inspire us, your humble servants, to long for what 

is right and, through your gracious guidance, accomplish it to your glory; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 
15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to 

everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 

gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously 

against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17 For it is better, if it is 

God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, 

the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but 

made alive in the Spirit. 19 After being made alive, he went and made proclamation to the 

imprisoned spirits— 20 to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited patiently in 

the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved 

through water, 21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal 

of dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with 

angels, authorities and powers in submission to him. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 

another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot 

accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with 

you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the 

world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that 

day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has 

my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by 

my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.” 

 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 

Virgin Mary, and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and 

apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look 

for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Thank you, Lord for Mother, for her loving, helping hand. 

No matter what I say or do, she loves me as I am. 

 O thank you, thank you, Lord, for Mother’s loving ways. 

 O thank you, thank you, Lord; I’ll love her now and always. 

  

 Thank you, Lord, for Father, for he knows just what to do. 

He watches o’er me as I grow and leads me straight to you. 

 O thank you, thank you, Lord, for Father’s loving ways. 

 O thank you, thank you, Lord; I’ll love him now and always. 

 

 Thank you, Lord for parents; after all is said and done, 

They are your voice on earth today; they guide me in my work and play; 

 O bless them, Lord, in ev’ry way, for the sake of your dear Son. Amen. 

 



 

 

Almighty God and Father, we thank you for all your mercies, especially for the gift of your Son, 

through whom you have revealed your gracious will. We praise you for the Holy Spirit and his 

working through the means of grace. 

Plant your Word in our hearts, and cause it to produce fruit in our lives. 

 

Strengthen and defend your Church, that by your Word and sacraments faith may grow and 

love toward all may increase. 

Support all who spread the light of your truth throughout the world. 

 

Keep our children in the grace of their baptisms. Enable their parents to train them in lives of 

faith. 

Raise up Christians to serve you in the ministry of the Word and in all godly walks of life. 

 

Preserve our nation in justice and honor. Guide and bless all who make, administer, and judge 

our laws. 

Give them wisdom that they may promote justice and hinder evil. 

 

Let your blessing rest on planting and harvest, commerce and industry, medicine and science, 

the arts and culture. Protect all who travel, and care for those whose work is difficult or 

dangerous. 

Be with all who devote themselves to any useful task. 

 

Comfort all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity. Remember those who suffer 

persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those for whom death draws near. 

Grant them your love, and take them into your tender care. 

 

We remember with thanksgiving those who have loved and served you, who now rest from 

their labors. Console those who are mourning or living with sadness. 

Keep us in the true faith, and bring us at last to the joys of heaven. 

 

Grant us these things, Father, for the sake of Jesus, who died and rose again. 

Amen. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his willing 

sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection restored 

everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy 

name and join their glorious song: 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ, whom you sent to be our 

Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of your grace. Through him you made all things; in 

him you are well pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of 

the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his hands on the cross and released 

from eternal death all who believe in you. 

 

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you have gathered us 

together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send us your Spirit, unite us as one, and 

strengthen our faith so that we may praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we 

glorify and honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 



 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which 

is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 

my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, you did not leave your disciples alone like orphans, but you sent them the 

Spirit of truth to be their Counselor and Advocate. Send your Spirit to us also, that we revere 

you as Lord, and are empowered to proclaim your name without fear; you live and reign with 

the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 



 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


